




INTRODUCTION 

 

 The “Philosophy of Language” course is integrated. It is provided by two departments of the 
philosophy faculty: the department of logic and the department of theoretical and practical 

philosophy. The same number of academic hours is foreseen for each course constituent: lectures, 

seminars and independent work. 

 Entries under 1.-7. of the offered WP (as well as entries “Structure of the academic discipline. 
Theme plan of lectures and seminars”, “Recommended Literature”) contain twofold information of 
both parts of the course: provided by the department of theoretical and practical philosophy (Part A) 

and as well as by the department of logic (Part B). 

 The course final is an integrated exam – summing up exam paper – done in writing. The final 

grade for the course is average of grading points for each of the component parts A and B. 

1. The aim of the course 

(Part A) The purpose of this part of the Philosophy of Language course is to provide students with an 

understanding of the history of the philosophy of language, its principles and main ideas, and the 

connections between different philosophical theories of language. Emphasis will be placed on the 

contemporary interpretation and application of these theories. 

 

(Part B) More profound acquaintance with the key concepts, important issues and leading theories of 

contemporary philosophy of language. 

 

2. Preliminary requirements for the choice of the course 

(Part A)  

1. Before starting this course, students must know the basics of philosophy, which are necessary for 

understanding the subject of philosophy, the role of philosophy in culture, and also know the specifics 

of the relationship between philosophy and science, religion, and art. 

2. Students must be able to carry out research work, interpret philosophical theories, use the literature 

on philosophy, and also be able to argue about philosophical problems. 

3. Students must have basic skills skills in solving tasks and problems in education and research 

activities, as well as elementary skills in carrying out types of research work (abstracts, abstracts, 

bibliographies), presentation of research results. 

 

(Part B)  

To start the course students are presupposed to know the following: main stages, 

characteristics, problems, theories and personalities of the history of philosophy process as a whole 

and analytical philosophy in particular; students are to have been properly read in the content provided 

by introductory courses in logic; the English language sufficient level is needed that enables a student 

to work with current scientific sources. 

  Students should have skills to collect, analyse, interpret as well as present the information of 

modern philosophical investigations; use well established philosophical concepts and classifications 

while analysing defined issues;  trace the genesis and development of philosophical problems 

considering later specific issues investigation. 

 

3. Course description 

 The discipline is one of the obligatory on the list of higher school subjects and is taught 

during the second semester of the Master’s degree course. The course consists of two parts: historical 
(Part A) and systematical (Part B). 

(Part A) 

 Lecture 1. The subject of philosophy of language 



The main content of the concept of "philosophy of language". What does the expression "nature of 

language" mean? Philosophical hermeneutics and philosophy of language. Comparing the subjects of 

philosophical hermeneutics and philosophy of language. Repetition of the main provisions and 

conclusions of the course "Philosophical hermeneutics", determination of the direction of 

consideration of the main topics and their connection with the previous material. 

Lecture 2. Ancient philosophy of language 

The beginning of the philosophy of language. Ancient Greek logos and philosophical truth. Plato's 

view of language. "Kratil": a name and a thing. "Theaetetus" and "Sophist": the truth of knowledge 

and the structure of the sentence. Phaedrus and Plato's Seventh Letter: the weakness of writing. 

Aristotle's view of language. Teaching about meaning. Ambiguity, homonymy, equivalence. 

Categories. Use of language. Stoic theory of language. System of language descriptions. Level of 

values. Augustine on language. Theory of signs. The theory of God's names. Grammatica speculativa. 

Mykola Kuzanets' philosophy of language. 

Lecture 3. Philosophy of language of the early modern times 

T. Hobbs' philosophy of language. Abuse of language. Nominalism of T. Hobbes. Origin of the 

language. J. Locke's view of language. Simple ideas and objection to semantic idealism. Complex 

Ideas: Substances, Modes, and Relations. Individual and general ideas. Misuse of language and its 

correction. Philosophy of language G.V. Leibnitza Theory of concepts and signs. A sign and an idea. 

Views of J. Vico on the nature of language. The theory of three languages. Language and writing. 

Universal language and the language of science. Philosophy of language E.B. de Condillac. 

Philosophy of language Y.G. Haman The view of Y.G. Hamana on linguistics. Origin of the language. 

Lecture 4. Theory of language of the era of classical German philosophy 

Philosophy of language Y.G. Herder. I. Kant's views on language. Concepts and signs. Judgment. 

Modes of persuasion. Message. The concept of Ya. A variety of languages. Sound, tone, articulation. 

Philosophy of language G.V.F. Hegel. Linguistic worlds are the existing being of the spirit 

(phenomenology). V. von Humboldt's philosophy of language. Language as a medium between I and 

the world. Language and thought. A variety of languages. Speech grammar. The problem of 

understanding. 

Lecture 5. Views on the language of German philosophers of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Views of F. Nietzsche on the nature of language. Criticism of language in "Truth and lies". 

Transformations of language criticism in later works. G. Frege's philosophy of language. Meaning 

and significance, object and function. Concept of first and second degree. Identity of thought. E. 

Cassirer's philosophy of language. The place of language among symbolic forms. Phenomenology of 

symbolic forms. 

Lecture 6. L. Wittgenstein's philosophy of language 

Early L. Wittgenstein's philosophy of language. Figurative theory of the sentence. Display form. 

Sentences and state of affairs. Language confusion. The late L. Wittgenstein's philosophy of language. 

Autonomy of grammar. The myth of meaning. Meaning as application. Language rules. Language 

games. Use of language. The myth of private language. The problem of understanding. 

Lecture 7. Philosophy of language by M. Heidegger and H.-G. Gadamer 

M. Heidegger's philosophy of language. Criticism of traditional philosophical positions regarding the 

nature of language. The theme of articulation and understanding in Being and Time. The language of 

poetry and the language of philosophy. Interpretation of the nature of language in M. Heidegger's 

later works. Gadamer's project of the ontology of language. The truth of being as the truth of speech. 

Language as a self-presentation of being. G.-G. Gadamer on the speculative structure of language. 

What does it mean to think from the center of language? The paradigmatic nature of the poetic word. 

Fusion of horizons as a translation. Impossibility of separating thought from speech. Language as an 

experience of the world. 

 



(Part B)  

The subject, methods of analysis, main problems, ways of investigation constitute the content of the 

discipline. The students get acquainted with a number of classical and modern analytical philosophy 

of language theories presented in, particularly, the works of Frege, Russell, Strawson, Donnellan, 

Kripke, Putnam, Austin, Searle, Grice, Davidson. The following notions are introduced and their 

essence is defined: philosophy of language, linguistic philosophy, philosophy of linguistics, 

syntax/sematics/pragmatcs, object language and metalanguage, use and mention, sentence, 

proposition, sense (meaning), assertion, statement, utterance, type/token distinction, attributive vs 

referential uses of definite descriptions, presuppositions, propositional attitudes, literal meaning and 

speaker’s meaning, constatives and performatives, speech acts, locutionary, illocutionary and 
perlocutionary acts, conversational and conventional implicatures, implicitures etc. 

 

4. Tasks (learning objectives) 

(Part A) To provide students with detailed knowledge of the main philosophical concepts of language, 

as well as some of the main approaches of modern philosophy to the problems of the philosophy of 

language. 

(Part B) To give the students the integrated system of knowledge in main problems, notions and 

theories of modern analytical philosophy of language. As a result the students are not only ready to 

read and find out the facts about what particular philosopher have said thus to demonstrate their 

theoretical knowledge but to be able to apply it in their personal independent investigations. 

During the course the following abilities (program competencies) are being formed: 

General competence 1. To understand and know the subject field and professional activity within 

the domain. 

GC 2.  To be able to communicate in a foreign language. 

Professional competence 2. To comprehend the existence of close ties of specialization in 

philosophy with other intellectual and humanities practices. 

PC 3. To be able to formulate and argue topical philosophical ideas supporting the critical expound 

of the reached results of investigation with consistency and evidence. 

PC 5. To be efficient and critical in working over texts in philosophy while using various methods of 

analysis and interpretation. 

 

5. The learning outcomes: 

(Part A) As a result of the learning outcomes of the course student must 

Learning outcomes 

(1. To know; 2. To be able to; 3. 

Communication: 4. Autonomy and 

responsibility) 
Forms and methods of 

teaching and learning  

Methods of 

assessment 

Percentage 

in the final 

assessment 

of the 

discipline  
К

Code 

 

Learning outcomes 

 

To know:    

1

1.1 

subject, methods, theoretical 

foundations of the philosophy of 

language 

Lectures,  

Self-study 

Oral 

presentation, 

control work, 

exam 

5 

1

1.2 

the main issues of the latest research on 

the history of the philosophy of 

language and to critically consider 

these issues 

Seminars,  

Self-study 

Oral 

presentation, 

exam 

5 



1

1.3 

principles of the history of the 

philosophy of language 

Lectures, Self-study Oral 

presentation, 

control work, 

exam 

5 

1

1.4 

modern approaches to understanding 

the principles of the philosophy of 

language 

Self-study Oral 

presentation, 

exam 

6 

1.5 the latest typologies of modern theories 

of the philosophy of language 

Seminars,  

Self-study 

Control work, 

exam 

5 

1.6 peculiarities of the theories of language 

of Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Cusanus, 

Hobbes, Locke, Leibniz, Vico, 

Condillac, Hamann, Herder, Kant, 

Hegel, Humboldt, Nietzsche, Peirce, 

Frege, Cassirer, Wittgenstein, 

Heidegger and Gadamer, analytical 

philosophy 

Seminars,  

Self-study 

Oral 

presentation, 

presentation of 

autonomous 

research, exam 

14 

 To be able to:    

2

2.1 

to demonstrate knowledge of 

specialized literature on the philosophy 

of language 

Seminars, Self-study Oral 

presentation, 

presentation of 

autonomous 

research, 

control work, 

exam 

5 

2

2.2 

to explain the features and conditions 

of historical transformations of the 

philosophy of language 

Seminars, Self-study Oral 

presentation, 

presentation of 

autonomous 

research, exam 

10 

2

2.3 

to explain the variability of modern 

concepts and principles of the 

philosophy of language 

Seminars, Self-study Presentation of 

autonomous 

research, 

control work, 

exam 

10 

1

2.4 

carry out literature research on the 

philosophy of language, relying on the 

recommendations of the teacher and 

avoiding simple retelling of its content 

Seminars, Self-study Oral 

presentation, 

discussions, 

presentation of 

autonomous 

research, 

control work 

5 

2.5 carry out a detailed study of three or 

more literary sources 

Seminars, Self-study Oral 

presentation, 

discussions 

5 

2.6 to carry out an expert assessment of 

theoretical statements on the topics of 

the philosophy of language 

Seminars, Self-study Oral 

presentation, 

discussions 

5 

 Communication:    

3

3.1 

use knowledge of foreign languages to 

analyze informational Internet 

resources, read the latest philosophical 

literature in preparation for seminar 

classes and write independent works 

Seminars, Self-study Oral 

presentation 

3 



3

3.2 

to present the results of research and 

independent work in the form of 

reports, messages, essays, 

presentations, summaries 

Seminars, Self-study Oral 

presentation, 

discussions, 

presentation of 

autonomous 

research 

3 

3.3 debate on issues of the philosophy of 

language in seminar classes based on 

mastery of the categorical and 

conceptual apparatus of the philosophy 

of language 

Seminars Discussions  3 

 Autonomy and responsibility:    

4

4.1 

to independently search and critically 

analyze the literature on the philosophy 

of language, to be fluent in the methods 

of processing, analysis and synthesis of 

scientific information 

Self-study Oral 

presentation, 

discussions, 

presentation of 

autonomous 

research 

2 

4

4.2 

to independently solve complex tasks 

related to the topic of philosophy of 

language 

Seminars, Self-study Discussions, 

presentation of 

autonomous 

research 

5 

4.3 bear responsibility for the reliability 

and political-ideological non-

commitment of their theoretical 

approaches 

Seminars, Self-study Oral 

presentation, 

discussions, 

presentation of 

autonomous 

research, exam 

4 

 

(Part B) As a result of the learning outcomes of the course student must 

Results of study 

(1. know; 2. be capable of; 3. 

communication 4. autonomy and 

responsibility) 
Methods of teaching 

and learning 

Methods of 

assessment 

Percent in 

discipline 

final grade К
Code 

Results of study 

To know:    

1

1.1 

Subjects, methods, theoretical basis of 

investigation in the philosophy of 

language as well as main corresponding 

concepts and distinctions.  

Lectures,  

Self-study 

Oral report, 

midterm control 

work, and final  

exam paper 

5 

1

1.2 

 

Main research problems of the 

contemporary analytical philosophy of 

language 

Lectures, 

Seminars, Self-study 

Oral report, 

midterm control 

work, final  

exam paper  

5 

1

1.3 

 

Specific features of some classical and 

modern theories 

Lectures, Seminars, 

Self-study 

Oral report, 

midterm control 

work, final  

exam paper 

10 

1

1.4 

The essence and specific features of the 

results reached. 

Lectures, Seminars, 

Self-study 

Oral report, 

midterm control 

10 



work, final  

exam paper 

1

1.5 

The main problems and concepts 

relationship to each other 

Lectures, Seminars, 

Self-study 

Oral report  5 

1

1.6 

 

Historical and current relations among 

leading theories 

Lectures, Seminars, 

Self-study 

Oral report   5 

 To be able:    

2

2.1 

   

To demonstrate the knowledge of 

specialized works in the philosophy of 

language domain  

Seminars, Self-study Oral report,   

oral 

presentation of 

independently 

worked over 

scientific source 

5 

2

2.2 

 

To explain the genesis and specificity 

of certain important research problems 

Seminars, Self-study Oral report,   

oral 

presentation of 

independently 

worked over 

scientific 

source, final 

exam paper  

5 

2

2.3 

 

To find out connections between 

separate theories 

Seminars, Self-study Oral report, oral 

presentation of 

independently 

worked over 

scientific 

source, final 

exam paper 

5 

1

2.4 

 

To independently analyze, interpret and 

expound certain research results 

presented in scientific publications 

 

 

Seminars, Self-study Oral 

presentation of 

independently 

worked over 

scientific 

source, final 

exam paper  

10 

1

2.5 

 

To carry out lingvo-logico-

philosophical analysis of definite 

important concepts 

Seminars, Self-study Oral report,   

midterm control 

work, final  

exam paper  

10 

2

2.6 

  

To apply adequately the acquired 

knowledge in philosophy of language 

case studies  

Self-study Oral 

presentation of 

independently 

worked over 

scientific 

source, final 

exam paper 

5 

 Communications:    

3

3.1 

To demonstrate fluent communication 

in the language of specific notions, 

problems, theories, and techniques of 

pfilosophy of language 

Seminars, Self-study Oral 

presentation, 

presentation in 

writing 

 

 

3 



3

3.2 

 

To present results of theoretical 

research in the form of reports, 

presentations and abstracts 

Seminars, Self-study Oral 

presentation, 

discussions, 

presentation of 

independently 

worked over 

scientific source  

4 

2

3.3 

   

To participate in in-class discussions 

and polemize in certain issues of the 

philosophy of language problems 

 

Seminars Discussions  3 

 Autonomy and Responsibility:    

4

4.1 

 

To show independence in finding out 

and critically assessing the researches 

in the logico-linguistic-philosophical 

domain, aptly using analysis and 

synthesis methods and foreign 

languages 

 

Self-study Reports,  

dicussions, 

presentation of 

independently 

worked over 

scientific source 

4 

4

4.2. 

 

Care about validity and invalidity of 

arguments and sufficiency and 

insufficiency of evidence offered, as 

well as about the truth or falsity of 

conclusions reached 

 

 

Self-study Reports,  

dicussions, 

presentation of 

independently 

worked over 

scientific 

source, 

final exam paper 

 

3 

4

4.3. 

 

To be capable of later education in the 

subject matter on ones own  

Self-study Reports,  

dicussions, 

presentation of 

independently 

worked over 

scientific source  

3 

 

6. Correlation of the learning outcomes of the course with the program results 

 

(Part A) 

                    Learning outcomes of the      

                                               course 

 

Program results 1
.1

 

1
.2

 

1
.3

 

1
.4

 

1
.5

 

1
.6

 

2
.1

 

2
.2

 

2
.3

 

2
.4

 

2
.5

 

2
.6

 

3
.1

 

3
.2

 

3
.3

 

4
.1

 

4
.2

 

4
.3

 

1. Carry out intellectual quest, discover and 

critically expose the topical problems of 

modern philosophy, delineate them within the 

framework of personal (independent) 

philosophical investigation. 

 + +  +    +   

   +   + 

3. Be capable of reconstructing the historical 

development of worldwide philosophy, 

evolution of philosophy ideas and problems. 

           

 

+ 

 

 

 

+ 

  

+ 

  



6. Have command of the state and foreign 

language of sufficient level for professional 

communication and discussion of scientific 

problems and research results in the field of 

philosophy. 

  +  +  + +    

 

 

+ 

   

 

+ 

   

7. Critically account, analize and judge 

philosophy texts, use relevant methods of their 

analysis and interpretation. 

+ + +  +   +   + 

    

+ 

   

8. Comprehend interdependence of 

philosophy itself and other philosophical 

discourse vectors and intellectual and 

humanities practices. 

  +   +  +  + + 

    

+ 

   

16. Plan and carry out scientific research in 

philosophy and affiliated questions, formulate 

and verify hypothesizes, argue inferences, 

present the results in various forms of 

scientific communication. 

   +   + +    

    

+ 

  

 

 

+ 

 

(Part B) 

 

Learning 

outcomes of the 

course 

 

Program results 1
.1

 

1
.2

 

1
.3

 

1
.4

  
 

1
.5

 

1
.6

 

2
.1

 

2
.2

 

2
.3

 

2
.4

 

2
.5

 

2
.6

 

3
.1

 

3
.2

 

3
.3

 

4
.1

 

4
.2

 

4
.3

 

1. Carry out 

intellectual 

quest, discover 

and critically 

expose the 

topical 

problems of 

modern 

philosophy, 

delineate them 

within the 

framework of 

personal 

(independent) 

philosophical 

investigation. 

+ + +     + + + + +  + +    

3. Be capable 

of 

reconstructing 

the historical 

development of 

worldwide 

philosophy, 

evolution of 

philosophy 

ideas and 

problems. 

+ + +  + + + + +    +    +  



6. Have 

command of 

the state and 

foreign 

language of 

sufficient level 

for 

professional 

communication 

and discussion 

of scientific 

problems and 

research results 

in the field of 

philosophy. 

            + + +    

7. Critically 

account, 

analize and 

judge 

philosophy 

texts, use 

relevant 

methods of 

their analysis 

and 

interpretation. 

+ + + + +  +   + +  +  + + +  

8. Comprehend 

interdependenc

e of philosophy 

itself and other 

philosophical 

discourse 

vectors and 

intellectual and 

humanities 

practices.  

  + + + +  + +   +    +  + 

16. Plan and 

carry out 

scientific 

research in 

philosophy and 

affiliated 

questions, 

formulate and 

verify 

hypothesizes, 

argue 

inferences, 

present the 

results in 

various forms 

of scientific 

communication

. 

   +    + + + + + + + + + + + 



 

7. Assessment Scheme: 

(Part A) 

7.1. Forms of assessment  

Knowledge control is carried out by the ECTS system, which provides two-level assessment of the 

learned material, in particular the assessment of theoretical training - learning results (knowledge 1.1 

- 1.6), which are 40% of the total assessment and assessment of practical training - learning results 

(to be able to 2.1-2.6); (communication 3.1-3.3); (autonomy and responsibility 4.1-4.3), which are 

60% of the total points. 

Assessment during the academic period: 

1. Oral presentation, addition to oral presentation and participating in discussions at 

seminars: LR 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.6, 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3 – 3 / 5 

points 

2. Self-study 1 (study of the historical transformation of the foundations of the philosophy 

of language): LR 1.6, 2.1-2.4, 3.2, 4.1-4.3 – 12 / 20 points 

3. Self-study 2 (study of a separate theory of language - at the student's choice): LR 1.6, 

2.1-2.4, 3.2, 4.1-4.3 –12 / 20 points 

4. Control work: LR 1.1, 1.3, 1.5, 2.1, 2.3, 2.4 - 9 / 15 points 

The number of scores during the academic period is formed by the scores obtained by the student in 

the total learning process within this course. The overall assessment during the academic period 

consists of the scores obtained for the classroom work - 1) oral presentations, addition to oral 

presentation and participating in discussions at seminars, 2) self-studies, 3) control work. All kinds 

of work during the academic period are as a result: 

- down to the limit   60 points 

- minimum   36 points 

 

Final assessment is carried out in the exam: 

Final Written Exam - LR 1.1-1.6, 2.1-2.6 - 24/40 points 

The final number of points for the discipline (maximum 100 points) is defined as the sum of 

points for the work during the semester, taking into account the final written exam. 

Students who scored a total of less than the critical minimum of 60 points must retake the final 

written exam. 

In that way, the final grade in the course (minimum 60, maximum 100 points) consists of the 

sum of points during the study period (minimum 36, maximum 60 points) and final exam (minimum 

24, maximum 40 points). 

 

(Part B) 

7.1. Forms of assessment 

Academic achievement assessment is carried out according to ECTS standards that presupposes two 

stages assessment of the mastered subject material, especially assessment of theoretical knowledge 

(to know (should) - 1.1.-1.6. – result of studying, which is 40 of the final assessment and (plus) 

practical training – result of studying (to be able (could) - 2.1.-2.6.; communication - 3.1.-3.3.; 

autonomy and responsibility - 4.1.-4.3., that is 60 of the assessment. 

Assessment during the academic period: 

 1. Independent work:  preparation and presentation by each student designated report on the selected 

beforehand defined materials (texts) that is an individual task for a student, which is consulted with the lecturer, 

carried out independently and presupposes working out one or some defined scientific sources (article, part of 

a monography etc.): LR 1.1.-1.6., 2.1.-2.5., 3.1., 4.1.-4.3. (maximum – 40, minimum – 24 points). 

 2. Mid-term control work (exam/test): is done in writing; the lecturer informs students about 

the date when the control work will take place beforehand: LR 1.1-1.6, 2.1-2.6 (maximum – 20, 

minimum – 12 points). 



 The semester total number of points is formed by the points got by student in the process 

of mastering the discipline during the whole course of study. The final grading includes assessment 

points for independent work (preparing and presentation of an assigned report on the material of a 

chosen beforehand scientific source (sources)) and midterm control work (exam/test). 

All types of semester workload acknowledgment are summed up as: 

60 points                        maximum     

36 points                        minimum      

 

Final exam in a written form – LR 1.1-1.6, 2.1-2.6 (maximum – 40 , minimum – 24 points). 

 

Final grading: 

 According to ECTS grading system at the end of the discipline course student is awarded a 

certain amount of points to acknowledge the workload one has undertaken throughout studies that 

includes preparing and reviewing the discipline content, reading related literature, writing papers, 

giving presentations, developing projects, etc plus final exam in writing. To qualify the academic 

worth of the discipline study one must score 100 points as maximum down to 60 points as minimum. 

 Those who have less than the minimal (60) points must do the final exam in writing for the 

second time. 

 Thus the final grading (minimum - 60, maximum - 100 points) is a sum of a points for a 

semester workload (minimum - 36, maximum - 60 points) and final exam in a written form (minimum 

- 24, maximum - 40 points). 

 

Calculation of the final number of points: 

 Number of points per 

semester 

Final exam Final grading 

Minimum 36 24 60 

Maximum 60  40  100 

 

7.2. Organization of the assessment: 

 

(Part A) 

Activity during the academic period Number of points during the 

academic period 

Min – 36 points Max – 60 points 

Oral presentation, 

addition to oral 

presentation and 

participating in 

discussions at 

seminars  

Topics 1-7, lessons will be 

according to learning schedule. 

In case student was absent, the 

seminar topics are reported in 

written form.  

«3» х 1 = 3 «5» х 1 = 5 

Self-study 1 Study of the historical 

transformation of the 

foundations of the philosophy 

of language 

«12» х 1 = 12 «20» х 1 = 20 

Self-study 2 Study of a separate theory of 

language - at the student's 

choice 

«12» х 1 = 12 «20» х 1 = 20 

Control work Topics 1-5 «9» х 1 = 9 «15» х 1 = 15 

Number of points 

during the 

academic period 

 36 60 



 

(Part B) 

Activity during the academic period Number of points per semester 

Min – 36 points Max – 60 points 

    

Independent work Individual presentation of a 

report (result of autonomous 

working on professional 

publications) 

 

«24» х 1 = 24 «40» х 1 = 40 

Midterm control 

work (exam/test) 

Topics 1-4 «12» х 1 = 12 «20» х 1 = 20 

Number of points 

during the 

academic period 

 60 100 

 

7.3. Assessment criteria 

 

(Part A) 

1. Oral presentation at seminars:  

5 points – student is fully familiar with the study material, presents it freely and 

argumentatively, discloses the content of the task deeply and comprehensively, critically 

analyzes, evaluates and synthesizes ideas using basic and additional cultural literature. Student 

demonstrates a high degree of independence.  

4 points - student  is sufficiently familiar with the study material, presents it freely, but may 

not have sufficient arguments in the explanations, mainly discloses the content of the task, 

using only the obligatory cultural literature. Presentation can content minor inaccuracies. 

3 points – student  is familiar with the study material, but does not demonstrate the depth of 

knowledge and critical attitude to problems, does not use the recommended literature. 

Presentation contents essential inaccuracies. 

2 points – student does not fully master the study material, presents it fragmentarily and 

superficially, makes essential mistakes.  

2. Addition to oral presentation and participating in discussions at seminars: 

3 points – the addition is meaningful, thorough, constructively complements the discussion of 

the topic, 

2 points - the addition is meaningful, 

1 point - the supplement contains information that does not significantly expand the 

discussion.  

3. Self-study: 

20-16 points - the student fully possesses the material, presents it freely and with arguments, 

deeply and comprehensively discloses the content of the task, correctly interprets the results 

obtained, uses mandatory and additional literature, demonstrates independence, reliability, 

non-involvement of the research being carried out; 

15-12 points - the student has a sufficient amount of material, presents it freely, but may lack 

arguments in the explanations, mainly discloses the content of the assigned task, uses 

mandatory literature, demonstrates the independence and reliability of the conducted research. 

Minor inaccuracies are allowed; 

11-0 points - generally possesses the material, but presents it fragmentarily and superficially, 

does not demonstrate the depth of knowledge in solving the assigned tasks. The work contains 



significant inaccuracies. 

4. Control work: 

15-13 points - the student fully possesses the educational material, presents it freely and with 

arguments, deeply and comprehensively reveals the content of the assigned task, correctly interprets 

the obtained results, uses mandatory and additional literature, demonstrates the independence of 

written work; 

12-10 points - the student has a sufficient amount of educational material, teaches it freely, but may 

lack arguments in explanations, mainly reveals the content of the task, uses mandatory literature, 

demonstrates independence of written work. Minor inaccuracies are allowed; 

9-6 points - in general possesses the educational material, but does not demonstrate the depth of 

knowledge in solving the assigned tasks, does not rely on the necessary educational literature, the 

work contains significant inaccuracies; 

5-0 points - does not fully master the material, explains it fragmentarily and superficially, does not 

sufficiently disclose the content of the questions. Has significant inaccuracies in work. 

 

(Part B) 

Report (presentation as a result of independent work) (maximum – 40 points): 

40-36 points – student has mastered the volume of the entire material for study of the discipline; can with ease 

advancing arguments; being sure of arguments and sufficiency and insufficiency of evidence offered, as well 

as caring about the truth or falsity of conclusions reached; demonstrates independence, reliability, self-support 

in uses the list of literature for mandatory and optional reading; 

35-30 points – student has mastered the sufficient volume of the material for study of the discipline; can 

fluently, but short of arguments, present the main content of it; uses the list of literature for mandatory reading; 

demonstrates independence, reliability, self-support in writing the final exam paper; the paper though contains 

minor (insignificant) inexactitudes; 

29-24 points – student has mastered the material for study of the discipline in general; does not not demonstrate 

the depth of its knowledge, independence, reliability, self-support in fulfilling the defined tasks; final exam 

paper contains significant inaccuracies; does not use the literature for mandatory reading; 

23-0 points – student has not mastered the content of the material for study of the discipline; can present it in 

fragments and superficially; insufficiently presents the contents of defined tasks; final exam paper contains 

significant mistakes; is dependent in carrying out the tasks. 

 

Midterm control work (exam/test) (maximum – 20 points):  

20-18 points – in the paper student demonstrates that he/she has mastered the material for study of the 

discipline; clearly and logically delivers it; profoundly and comprehensively answers question/task; correctly 

interpreting the truth or falsity of conclusions reached; demonstrates independence, reliability, self-support in 

uses the list of literature for mandatory and optional reading; 

17-14 points – in the paper student demonstrates that he/she has mastered the sufficient volume of the material 

for study of the discipline; can fluently, but short of arguments, present the main content of it; uses the list of 

literature for mandatory reading; clearly and logically though with not enough arguments thus not completely 

and profoundly answers the defined question/task; demonstrates independence, reliability, self-support, resorts 

to the source only for mandatory reading; the paper contains insignificant inaccuracies; 

13-11 points – in the paper student demonstrates that he/she has mastered the material for study of the 

discipline as a whole but not profoundly, is not independent in solving the defined problem/question/task, short 

of resorting to the mandatory sources to support arguments; the paper contains significant inaccuracies; 

10-0 points – in the paper student demonstrates lack of  independent and satisfactory knowledge of the material 

for study of the discipline; answer the defined problem/question/task is fragmental and superfluence; the 

problem is not solved; the paper contains mistakes. 

 

7.4. Format, procedure and criteria of assessing the exam paper 

 The final exam paper is done in writing and consists of three questions: two of them refer to Part A 

and the third one to Part B. 

(Part A) 

Each question in the examination paper (2 questions): 



20-16 points - the student fully possesses the educational material, presents it freely and with 

arguments, deeply and comprehensively discloses the content of the assigned task, correctly interprets 

the obtained results, uses mandatory and additional literature, demonstrates the independence of 

written work; 

15-11 points - the student has a sufficient amount of educational material, teaches it freely, but may 

lack arguments in explanations, mainly reveals the content of the task, uses mandatory literature, 

demonstrates independence of written work. Minor inaccuracies are allowed; 

10-6 points - in general possesses the educational material, but does not demonstrate the depth of 

knowledge in solving the assigned tasks, does not rely on the necessary educational literature, the 

work contains significant inaccuracies; 

5-0 points - does not fully master the material, explains it fragmentarily and superficially, does not 

sufficiently disclose the content of the questions. Has significant inaccuracies in work. 

 

(Part B) 

The exam paper is done in writing. The task consists of one question. The maximum number of (grading) 

points to qualify the academic worth of it (the paper) is 40. 

40-36 points – in the paper student demonstrates that he/she has mastered the entire material for study of the 

discipline; clearly and logically delivers it; profoundly and comprehensively answers the put question/task; 

correctly interpreting the truth or falsity of conclusions reached; demonstrates independence, reliability, self-

support in uses the list of literature for mandatory and optional reading; 

35-30 points – in the paper student demonstrates that he/she has mastered the sufficient volume of the material 

for study of the discipline; delivers it with ease but not enough arguments to support the conclusions reached; 

answers the task questions in general;  

demonstrates independence, reliability and self-support though the paper contains insignificant inaccuracies; 

makes use of the list of literature for mandatory reading; 

29-24 points – in the paper student demonstrates that he/she has mastered the material for study of the 

discipline in general and does not demonstrate the profundity of its knowledge, independence, reliability, self-

support in fulfilling the defined task; the paper contains significant inaccuracies, does not make use of sources 

for mandatory reading; 

23-0 points – in the paper student demonstrates lack of  independent and satisfactory knowledge of the material 

for study of the discipline; answer the defined problem/question/task is fragmental and superfluence; the 

problem is not solved; the paper contains mistakes. 

 Student is not allowed to the final exam paper, if his/her semester grading points are fewer than 36. To 

be allowed to take the final exam the student must make a presentation – report (as a result of independent, 

self-suppot work) at a seminar (discussion section) and have the midterm paper done. The examination paper 

assessment points cannot be fewer than 24 for being awarded a total positive course grading. If the examination 

paper points are fewer than 24 in this case their sum is not added to the points of a total semester grading 

regardless of the number of points awarded during the entire semester. The very number is entered into the 

examination results register in “resulting grading” graph. 
 At students will (and preliminary lecturer’s advice) the final exam paper can be substituted by 

preparation and presentation of a defined report based on the material of beforehand chosen for analysis source. 

The report is presented anytime during the second part of the course or just during the exam time. In this case 

grading criteria are the same as for assessment of the final exam paper.  

 

Rating scale: 

Excellent 90-100 

Good 75-89 

Satisfactory 60-74 

Fail 0-59 



STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE 

LEARNING PLAN 

 

 

(Part A) 

№  Lecture title 

Number of hours 

Lecture

s 

Seminars Self-study 

1 Topic 1. The subject of philosophy of language  2  7 

2 Topic 2. Ancient philosophy of language 2 2 7 

3 
Topic 3. Philosophy of language of the early 

modern period  

1 2 7 

4 
Topic 4. The theory of language of the era of 

classical German philosophy 

1 2 7 

5 

Topic 5. Views on the language of German 

philosophers of the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries 

2 2 7 

 Control work 2   

6 Topic 6. L. Wittgenstein's philosophy of language 2 1 7 

7 
Topic 7. The philosophy of language of M. 

Heidegger and H.-G. Gadamer 

2 2 8 

 Total 14 11 50 

Total amount     75 hours, including: 

Lectures  – 14 hours 

Seminars  – 11 hours 

Self-study  - 50 hours 

(Part B) 

№  Lectures’ titles 
Amount of hours 

Lectures Seminars  
Independent 

work 

1 
Introduction. 
Theme 1.  Philosophy of language: aspects of 
conceptual geography 

4 
 

6 

2 
Theme 2.  Origins of analytical philosophy of 
language: Frege and Russell  

4 6 

3 
 Theme 3.  Critical survey of the Russell’s views:  
  Strawson, Donnellan, Kripke 

2  6 

4 
Theme 4.  Speech act theory: Austin and Searle. 
Searching for invisible meanings: Grice 

2  6 

5 
 Theme 5.  Topical problems of investigation in the  
modern analytical philosophy of language          

 9 20 

6 Midterm control work (exam/test)   2  

7 
Theme 5.  Logico-semantic analysis of action 
sentences: Davidson  

2  6 

 Total  14 11 50 

Total amount - 75 hours, including: 

Lectures –         14 hours;  

Seminars –        11 hours;  

Independent work - 50 hours.  
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